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Elementary Panel Discussion 

 

1- How do you handle 6th grade recommendations for middle school? What is the 

difference between levels? How important is the math track? 

 

The 6th grade teachers utilize various forms of data, including the 7th grade math 

placement test, report card grades, PSSA scores, district assessments and 

classroom information, to inform their recommendations. They carefully 

consider each student as a learner as they make recommendations.  

 

Honors classes move at a faster pace and study the subject in greater depth. 

Honors students are expected to read material ahead of class and do more work 

at home. Academic classes provide more support and often give students a 

chance to start homework in class. 

 

Though not an absolute, the level of Math establishes a track of courses students 

can take through high school. The middle school and high school program 

planning guides provide an overview of the math course progressions. 

 

2- Can you override in Science and Math? 

 

Parents can request to override a course recommendation but are encouraged to 

discuss the recommendation with the sending teacher before requesting to 

override a recommendation. While not a requirement to take the same level of 

Science and Math in the middle school, parents should consider the level of 

Math needed for the student to be successful in the Science course. Some Science 

courses at the high school level have specific Math recommendations.  

 

3- What is happening at the elementary level with diversity and inclusion topics? 

 

Many elementary schools have incorporated diversity activities throughout the 

year to celebrate differences. Counselors at each elementary school also teach 

lessons about differences and bullying prevention. The Language Arts and Social 

Studies programs incorporate texts representing different cultures and 

backgrounds and engages students in lessons about accepting differences. 

 

4- How are we ensuring kids are having similar experiences across the schools with 

regard to diversity and inclusion? 

 

Elementary principals collaborate regularly and share ideas with each other. 

Additionally, the district is working toward four goals targeting diversity and 



Council Rock School District  

Academic Standards Committee 

Parent Panel Discussion 

April 3, 2017 

 

inclusion. These goals include student engagement and programming, staff 

training, community engagement and hiring practices. Through the work on 

these goals, students will experience similar, though not identical, experiences 

across the district. 

 

5- For new parents to the district, what do they need to know? What is important? 

 

First and foremost, parents and the school are a team working together to 

support student learning. We value our relationship with parents. We encourage 

parents to become involved in the school community by attending events or 

joining the PTO.  

 

The principals send weekly communications electronically to parents. These 

communications include important information about the school. Parents are 

encouraged to read these messages.  

 

6- How do we increase technology at the elementary levels? 

 

The district is currently working on a plan to increase the number of devices at 

the elementary level and create equity with the technology available to students. 

Elementary teachers are also working to integrate the ISTE standards across all 

content areas to use technology as a tool for learning.  A STEM committee is also 

exploring STEM activities at the elementary level and is working to increase 

access to STEM for all students. 

 

7- Why do we no longer have the EPA (Elementary Performance Assessment) in 6th 

grade? 

 

The EPA changed when the PA Core Standards were adopted by the state. The 

standards require shorter research projects rather than one large research 

project. Students still conduct research and present their work in the classroom. 

 

8- The Journeys reading curriculum does not include novels and it seems that students 

no longer read novels. Is this a district decision? Why? 

 

The district shifted from the teaching of novels to the whole class with the 

adoption of the Journeys program. Students read a variety of fiction and 

information texts as part of the Journeys program based on their reading levels. 

Additionally, students are encouraged to read novels for independent reading. 

Teachers may also incorporate novels and other texts as part of their instruction. 
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9- Should older siblings be participating in parent-teacher meetings and give feedback 

on younger siblings? 

 

The schools are open to older siblings attending conferences. However, older 

siblings should discuss this idea with their parents to determine if the parents 

would like the older sibling to attend conferences.  

 

 

Secondary Panel Discussion 

 

1- There is a strong partnership between parents and the school at the elementary level 

that seems to drop off in middle school.  This is not the fault of the schools; however, 

a stronger relationship would be helpful to parents.  Is it possible to set up a parent 

liaison with the school? 

 

The school is currently recruiting parents and collecting emails from those 

interested in joining in.  The focus will be on reviving the PTO.  A number of 

parents have already signed on with a hope of starting a more vibrant 

organization next year.  

 

2- Why is Latin not available at the middle schools? 

 

There are several reasons.  First, there is a lack of certified teachers of Latin.  In 

addition, adding a fourth language choice at the middle schools would likely 

have a negative effect on French and German, two languages that are already 

struggling to maintain numbers.  Lastly, a Latin teacher at the middle level 

would need to be shared across buildings making scheduling a very difficult 

task. 

 

3- Why determines class sizes at the high school?  Why are some courses dropped, some 

are shuttled, etc.? 

 

A number of factors are considered including physical space limitations, safety, 

staffing, fiscal constraints, and the type of course.  When there is insufficient 

enrollment to offer a course in one high school or both, we attempt to combine 

these courses via a shuttle.  
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4- If Gifted classes are limited to a maximum of 20 students, how can we run some at 

21? 

 

When we have gifted class enrollment at 21 we sometimes apply for a waiver 

from the Pennsylvania Department of Education so that we don’t have to split 

the class into classes of 10 and 11.   

 

5- Are we satisfied with the rotating schedule at the middle school and is there any 

discussion about block scheduling at the high school? 

 

While not perfect, there are many advantages to our rotating schedule at the 

middle school.  Students get to experience all of their classes at different times of 

the day (i.e. math first period on Monday and last period on Tuesday).  This 

benefits students that may function better in the morning or afternoon.  In 

addition, students leaving school early for athletics do not miss the same class in 

the afternoon.  

 

Block scheduling at the high school was looked at in the past and it was a costly 

change because of staffing needs.  At that time, curriculum coordinators were 

not in favor of the change because of the impact it would have on our programs.  

 

6- What is the purpose of Core Block at the middle school? 

 

Core Block provides an opportunity for the Art Team to have their team prep.  

Students drop back to their Core Team.  Core Block is one of only a limited 

number of opportunities for students to meet with counselors without 

interrupting the student’s academic schedule.  Core Block is under review and 

may be used differently as we move to PLCs. 

 

Parent comment: Please consider adding study skills for the 8th grade students during 

Core Block in preparation for high school. 

 

7- In the middle school the experience students have is vastly different by teams, 

especially in the area of math.  Examples of grading and expectations were areas of 

focus. 

 

As we move toward PLCs, there will be greater similarities than we have now.  

Teachers will identify what we are guaranteeing every student will know in a 

course, how we will measure that through common assessments and scoring, etc.  

While it will always be important for teachers to implement their own style, we 
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do want all students exposed to the same material with some common grading 

practices.  

 

8- Does the English department ever foresee offering an accelerated course for 9th 

grade?  Seems that eighth grade teachers would like to have this option and they 

would recommend a good number of their students for this course if there was one. 

 

The English Curriculum Coordinator was not in attendance to respond, 

however, this course is being explored at the high schools at this time.  

 

9- Why is there no accelerated Biology for 9th grade? 

 

We have structured our program to provide for an accelerated Biology offering 

in the 10th grade. 

 

10- With the closing of RMS in 2018-19, will there be a transition plan, especially for 

next year’s 7th grade at RMS who will be there only one year? 

 

We recognize the need to provide for a lot of communication and a well-thought 

out transition plan for students and staff.  When a redistricting plan if finalized 

we will begin the transition planning.  It was suggested that questions or 

recommendations be provided through the Master Capital Planning email: 

capitalplanning@crsd.org.  

mailto:capitalplanning@crsd.org

